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Law School Report
Students learning their craft thisfall in two first-floor lecturehalls of O’Brian Hall will find amajor upgrade in the Law
School’s technology infrastructure,
making possible tools that promise to
revolutionize the teaching of law.
Room 106 will become the Law
School’s go-to room for major special
events and will be outfitted for distance
education.Room 108 will be set up for
electronic teaching technologies as well.
Terrence E.McCormack,head of the
M.Robert Koren Center for Clinical
Legal Education and interim manager
of Law School technology,is overseeing
the implementation of these techno-
logical advancements,the vanguard of
what he says is planned as a broad-
ranging move toward the use of in-
structional technology.
Faculty have used electronic tech-
nologies for years,McCormick says,go-
ing back to the days of 16mm films and
overhead-projector transparencies,but
each use involves Law School IT staffers
dragging projectors,cables,video mon-
itors and the like into classrooms – a
clumsy,labor-intensive and distracting
process.With the two large lecture halls,
he says,“our aim is to move toward
teaching technologies that are function-
al for teaching and learning,but also are
as transparent as possible.”
Says Vice Dean for Administration
James R.Newton:“We are excited
about these enhancements because we
have a top-notch faculty who are eager
to teach with and through technology.
They want to utilize live-feed technolo-
gy to bring experts from around the
world into our classrooms,present
videos and PowerPoint presentations,
and record students as they prepare for
oral advocacy.”
Because it’s designed to accommo-
date special events,Room 106 will have
a movable podium that can be trans-
ferred to one side of the room and re-
connected to the technology grid.This
will clear space for a stage that can be
installed for special events.The podium
will be outfitted with a touch panel that
enables the professor or other presenter
to toggle between electronic applica-
tions,for example moving from a Pow-
erPoint presentation to a piece of video
streamed from the Internet.“This will
allow them to switch eloquently be-
tween assets without interrupting the
flow of the lecture and teaching,”Mc-
Cormack says.Presenters can bring
their own laptop and plug it into the
system or bring their materials on a
flash drive.DVD and VHS inputs are
available as well.
Dual projectors will be connected to
the technology grid.Rather than dis-
playing on a screen,they will be format-
ted to project images on the front walls,
which will be painted with screen paint.
The projectors will adjust their images
to the walls’28-degree angle to elimi-
nate any parallax effect.
The room will have two cameras set
up,and microphones that cover all seat-
ing,to facilitate distance education,
such as classes taught collaboratively
with other law schools and appearances
by distant guest speakers,making for a
cost-effective way to get great legal voic-
es into UB Law School classes.
Room 108 will have similar technol-
ogy on a smaller scale – a fixed podium
and a single projector,but all the in-
structional assets in place as well.
T
he project comes following a
survey in which faculty
members were asked what
technologies would help
them teach better,and after
McCormick visited law schools nation-
wide that showcase their instructional
technology as a key component of the
learning experience.It’s a feature that
resonates with students,he says,who
routinely use YouTube clips and Power-
Point in their own presentations.
Says Vice Dean Newton:“Installed
technology in the classroom will en-
hance the learning process as we pro-
duce outstanding lawyers ready for
practice in the 21st century.Undergrad-
uates are accustomed to learning with
technology and expect their graduate
education to develop them further
along this path;and today’s lawyers are
utilizing technology in the courtroom,
in the boardroom and in their practices
in ways people could not have imag-
ined 20 years ago.”
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